REMARKS 

Claims 9-26 are pending. Claims 23 and 26 are amended, as supported in the pre- 
existing claims. No new matter is added. 

Applicant gratefully acknowledges the indication of allowability of the present 
application. 

The Office Action states that Applicant "has not filed a certified copy" of the Japanese 
priority application. However, the required certified copy was transmitted to the U.S. PTO by 
the International Bureau, and the U.S. PTO has acknowledged receipt of that document. See 
the final item on page 1 of the attached copy of the Notification of Acceptance for this 
application. For the convenience of the Examiner, a copy of the priority document as 
available on the WIPO website is attached. Furthermore, because two figures are poorly 
scanned in that copy, copies of those figures from the document as filed are also attached. 
Accordingly, acknowledgment of receipt of the priority document and perfection of the claim 
for priority is respectfully requested. 

Claims 23 and 26 stand objected to because of their dependency. The dependency of 
these claims has been corrected as requested in the Office Action. 

The Abstract of the Disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 150 words. Attached 
is a substitute Abstract that does not exceed the 150-word limit. Entry of the substitute 
Abstract and withdrawal of the objection are respectfully requested. 
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In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the present application is in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is requested to acknowledge receipt of 
the priority document and issue a Notice of Allowance. 



Attachments: 

Notification of Acceptance 

Copy of Certified Priority Document 

Copy of Figs. 6-8 

Abstract of the Disclosure 

Date: November 26, 2008 
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DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 



Oliff & BERRIDGE, PLC 

P.O. Box 320850 

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 

Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



Please grant any extension 
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necessary for entry; 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Addrew: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

i 22313-1450 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER NO. 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 



10/584,771 



25944 

OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. BOX 19928 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320 



Isao Yokokawa 



128503 



INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NO. 



PCT/JP05/00165 
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IA. FILING DATE 



PRIORITY DATE 



01/1 1/2005 



01/16/2004 



CONFIRMATION NO. 3870 
371 ACCEPTANCE LETTER 

iiiiiiiinwiiiniiiiMiiiiwiiiii 

*OC000000023329489* 



Date Mailed: 04/16/2007 

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATION UNDER 35 U.S.C 371 AND 37 CFR 1.495 

The applicant is hereby advised that the United States Patent and Trademark Office in its capacity as a 
Designated / Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495), has determined that the above identified international application has 
met the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371, and is ACCEPTED for national patentability examination in the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office. 

The United States Application Number assigned to the application is shown above and the relevant dates are: 



06/28/2006 

DATE OF RECEIPT OF 35 U.S.C 371(c)(1), (c)(2) and 
(c)(4) REQUIREMENTS 



06/28/2006 

DATE OF COMPLETION OF ALL 35 U.S.C. 371 
REQUIREMENTS 



A Filing Receipt (PTO-103X) will be issued for the present application in due course. THE DATE APPEARING 
ON THE FILING RECEIPT AS THE " FILING DATE" IS THE DATE ON WHICH THE LAST OF THE 35 U.S.C. 
371 (c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(4) REQUIREMENTS HAS BEEN RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE. THIS DATE IS SHOWN 
ABOVE. The filing date of the above identified application is the international filing date of the international 
application (Article 11(3) and 35 U.S.C. 363). Once the Filing Receipt has been received, send all 
correspondence to the Group Art Unit designated thereon. 



The following items have been received: 



Copy of the International Application filed on 06/28/2006 
Copy of the International Search Report filed on 06/28/2006 
Preliminary Amendments filed on 06/28/2006 
Information Disclosure Statements filed on 06/28/2006 
Oath or Declaration filed on 06/28/2006 
Request for Immediate Examination filed on 06/28/2006 
U.S. Basic National Fees filed on 06/28/2006 
Priority Documents filed on 06/28/2006 



